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tish Territories, which are found on the opposite or eastern
quarter, it would now in all probability have been a densely
populated and fertile country ; but this unfortunately was not
the case, and it was doomed, like every other minor contigu-
ous state, to the devastating visitations of Burmese armies,
which have nine or ten times swept the country from one
extremity to the other, with the apparent determination of
extirpating a race whom they found it impossible permanently
to subdue. As our connexion with the country originated in
these circumstances of continued aggression on the part of
tLe Burraahs, and the facts appear to be scarcely at all known,
it may be politically useful to place them on record, and
briefly to trace the most important events of their history
from the best sources now available.

28th.. Rejecting-, as totally unworthy of attention, the Hin-
doo origin claimed by the Muneepoorees of the present day,
we may safely conclude them to be the descendants of a Tatar
colony, which probably emigrated from the north-west bor-
ders of China during the sanguinary conflicts for supremacy,
which   took   place between  the  different members  of the
Chinese and Tatar dynasties, in the 13th and 14th centuries;
at which time, there was an extensive kingdom called Pong,
occupying tihe country between the frontiers of Yunan, and
the hills separating the Kubo valley from Muneepoor: extend-
ing north apparently to the mountains which bound Assam on
the south-east, and south, as far down as the parallel of S30 55'.
In the records of Muneepoor, however, their history is traced
from the 30th year of the Christian sera down to the year 1714,
in which period they number a succession of 47 kings, the aver-
age length of whose reigns is thus made to amount to upwards of
35 years; in this long period, we have but one event of any im-
portance recorded, which is said to have taken place in the year
1475, during the reign of the Rajah Kyamba; when the refrac-
tory tributary of Khumbat, at that time dependant upon the
kings of Pong, was attacked and expelled from his territory by
the united forces of Pong and Muneepoor, and the Kubo
Talley was formally annexed to the latter country, in virtue
of an alliance which had then taken place between a daughter